Case Study

Controller for
Home Male
Fertility Test

Medical device company
Genosis has developed a new
Over The Counter (OTC)
fertility home test kit that will
assist couples with early
diagnosis of problems when
trying to conceive children.

To be sold as a kit containing
both a female and a male tester
device, the essential diagnosis of
both is achieved using chemical
test strips but, for the male test,
a small electronics package is
needed to control part of the
process, Genosis came to
Plextek for assistance.
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Genosis Fertell

Throughout the industrialised world
there is a considerable increase in
the number of women deferring
childbearing until after 30 years of
age, and this has a marked effect on
fertility. A couple’s fertility is
dependent on the age of the female
partner, with fertility rates halving
as women age from 30 to 38.
However, the commonest cause of
infertility, representing 40 percent
of all cases, is due to male factors,
with problems such as sperm
inadequacy.

Against this time-dependent back-
ground, couples are currently
screened for infertility by being
told to try to conceive for 12
months. If after this year they are
still unsuccessful, they are deemed
clinically infertile and subsequently
offered a more detailed diagnosis.
This protracted evaluation results in
substantial anxiety and frustration
for the couple. Additionally, their
natural fertility decreases month by
month thereby reducing their
chances of successfully conceiving
upon treatment.

The availability of an accurate,
simple to use OTC screening test
for both male and female fertility,
will afford couples earlier
diagnosis which translates into a
greater

number of couples successfully
conceiving and having healthy
babies upon treatment. The home
use also has the benefit of avoiding
the embarrassment of unnecessary
third party involvement.

The Fertell male test mimics nature
by separating the motile (active)
sperm from the non-motile (non-
active) sperm and then measures
them using the chemical test strip.



